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Welcome back 

Welcome back to the new academic year and a very 

warm welcome to our new Year 7 students and new 

students in Years 8, 9 and 10, our first ever Sixth 

Form students and our new staff. 

 

GCSE Exam Results 2017 

We were very pleased with our GCSE results which 

saw an improved outcome for Maths, English and 

Science, as well as strong outcomes across other 

subject areas. Indeed, our GCSE English results of 

85%, 9-4, placed us as one of the highest achieving 

schools in Derbyshire for English. An outstanding 

achievement. Many congratulations to the students 

who worked so hard and my thanks to the staff for all 

of their efforts, particularly after school and in the 

holidays, to support the students and to ensure the 

exams ran smoothly. All students have secured their 

places at college or on apprenticeships. We look 

forward to welcoming them back for the GCSE 

certificate presentation evening.  

New Year 7  

Our new Year 7 students have started with great 

enthusiasm. They took full advantage of our 

transition days in June to find their way around the 

building, to meet the staff and to make new friends. 

Twenty students were also able to spend some time 

with us for a week over the summer holidays. 

Therefore starting at the David Nieper Academy in 

September proved no problem at all. It has been 

wonderful to see them settle in so quickly and to be 

able to celebrate their rewards and achievements 

each week in the Key Stage 3 assembly. It was 

fantastic to see so many Year 7 students joining our 

newly formed Choir and Concert Choir. The choirs 

performed at our welcome assembly led by the Rev. 

Julian Penfold of St. Martin’s church and at our Year 6 

Open Evening. Keep it going Year 7 you are doing 

brilliantly; I am looking forward to seeing your 

progress over the year.  

 
David Nieper Academy Concert Choir 

 

New Year 8, 9 and 10 students 

Eleven new students have joined us into years 8, 9 

and 10 from a variety of schools and locations. We 

are very pleased to welcome you to the academy. 

The new students have all joined tutor groups and 

classes including GCSE option groups and have all 

settled in very well. All new students look very smart 

in their David Nieper Academy uniform and I have 

noticed that ties no longer seem to pose a problem 

for any of our students.  

Sixth form  

 
Mr Dixon with a group of Sixth formers 

It was with great pleasure that we welcomed our 

inaugural Sixth form students onto our Level 2 

Business and Enterprise BTEC. All of the students look 



  

very smart in their business wear and they are a huge 

asset to the academy both as role models to the 

younger students and ambassadors for the academy 

when we have visitors and also when they are out 

with employers completing work based assignments. 

Two of our Sixth Form students Sam Bateman and 

Tyler Holland along with our Head Girl Emily Bush 

and Deputy Head Boy James Sinclair were 

interviewed for the BBC politics show which was 

broadcast on Sunday 1st October – a nerve wracking 

but very interesting experience and they got to see 

themselves on television. We are still taking 

enrolments for the Sixth Form this year so please do 

not hesitate to contact us if the Level 2 Business 

course may be of interest. More about our Sixth Form 

plans for next year later in this edition. 

New staff 

It is with great pleasure that we welcome nine new 

staff to the academy. 

Ms Barnes – Deputy Head, Music & English teacher 

Ms Barnes is an experienced 

Deputy Head who is joining 

us from an academy in 

Birmingham. As well as 

teaching Music and English 

she is also overseeing our 

Year 11 Progress & 

Achievement and our Safeguarding work and 

supporting our work developing teaching and 

learning. She has already made a very positive 

impression around the academy. 

Miss Lethbridge – Head of Maths  

Miss Lethbridge is an 

experienced Head of Maths 

who has joined us from a 

Nottinghamshire school. She 

has a Year 11 tutor group and 

has brought a wealth of new 

ideas to our academy. 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Bentley – Second in Science 

Mrs Bentley is an experienced 

Science teacher and leader 

who has joined us from a 

Derby school. Mrs Bentley is 

very enthusiastic about 

science teaching and is 

currently running a research 

project looking at how to 

develop Maths skills within Science. She is a Year 9 

form tutor and is also running Yoga sessions in our 

co-curricular programme.  

Ms Barclay – Science teacher 

Ms Barclay has also joined 

the science department from 

a school in Derby. As well as 

teaching all three sciences 

her areas of specialism are 

Physics and Chemistry. Ms 

Barclay has a Year 7 tutor 

group. 

Mr Dixon – Business Studies teacher 

Mr Dixon is heading up our 

teaching in our new Business 

and Enterprise Sixth form as 

well as being a Sixth form 

Form Tutor. His experience of 

running his own business will 

be invaluable to our students 

and he has already had the 

students out visiting businesses to ensure that they 

can apply the knowledge learnt in lessons.  

Ms Hill – English teacher 

Ms Hill has joined the English 

department. She takes great 

pride in her classroom displays 

and already her room is filled 

with a range of information 

and students work. She is a 

Year 7 form tutor. 

 

 

 

 



 

  

Mrs Allen – English teacher 

Mrs Allen is an experienced 

English teacher who has joined 

us from another school in 

Derbyshire. She is a Year 10 

form tutor and is working with 

Year 11 to create the year book 

in order to provide the Year 

11’s with a book of memories 

to take with them as they move 

into the Sixth form or other Post 16 provision. 

Mr Blunden   Mrs Hibberd-Sweet 

  

Mr Blunden and Mrs Hibberd-Sweet have joined our 

Learning Support team as Teaching Assistants and are 

also leading our homework and catch up club every 

evening after school Monday – Friday from 3.35-

4.35pm in the Library. If your son/ daughter would 

benefit from attending homework club to allow them 

to complete much of their work at school or has work 

to catch up on maybe because they have joined the 

academy part way through the year, then please do 

encourage and arrange for them to stay for 

homework club. This can either be as a one off, for 

specified days each week or indeed every day. Mr 

Blunden and Mrs Hibberd-Sweet will be very happy 

to help and support.  

Please contact them via reception if you would like 

more details or to discuss any help or support your 

son/daughter might need with homework or catch 

up. 

Sports Day 
The end of last term saw the first David Nieper 
Academy sports day take place. The students were 
divided into 3 houses to allow an equal and fair 
competition between all year groups. Staff were then 
assigned to the teams and encouraged full 
participation in the event.  
 

Students were out on the field all day participating in 
events or supporting team members in their events. In 
the afternoon session, students were treated to the 
100m and relays. The final event of the day was the 
staff relays racing the winning groups, it was safe to 
say the students won those races! The final 
presentations saw all winning students receive 
certificates from Dr Hobbs and the overall winning 
team, the Red Team, received the trophy and an ice 
cream each. The day was a fantastic success and one 
we are looking to build to be bigger and even better 
this year. 
 

                         
                    The winners’ trophy 

 

 
Teachers eagerly awaiting the winners 

 

 
Year 9 students dancing along to the music 

 
 



  

 
Year 7 relay changeovers 
 

 
Lucy Boulding bringing home the baton in the Year 9 relay 

 
 

 
Year 10 boys 100m  

 
Sports Leadership Sessions 
In collaboration with Amber Valley Sports Partnership 

we have offered our students an opportunity to be 

trained in the skills of sports leadership. At David 

Nieper Academy we are looking to extend our team 

of young sports leaders who will assist at primary 

school sports events throughout the year and assist 

the PE team within the Academy. 

Activities that the students have been participating in 

have helped them to improve their leadership skills 

and included communication, officiating and 

organising groups/equipment. 

 

The training is run by Adam White who is a member 

of the Amber Valley Sports Partnership team and is 

held on Fridays starting at 8.00am in the gym. The 

session runs for 30 minutes and students will then 

start the day as normal. Last year the sessions ran for 

at least 6 weeks and at the end of the training all 

students received treats from Costa and hoodies to 

reward them for their superb efforts. 

We have already had some students who have been 

through this training and they have benefitted greatly 

and are a credit to the school. By participating in this 

the students will benefit in the following ways; 

• Increased self-confidence that comes through 

taking responsibility for own and others learning 

and enjoyment  

• Get the chance to partake in a fun and practical 

training that focuses on leading rather than 

technical ability. 

• Potential stepping stone into employment and 

further education.  

• A good foundation to progress onto other Sports 

Leaders UK awards or qualifications, and/or a 

National Governing Body award. 

• Develops generic leadership skills that will be 

vital in other areas of life. 

• Allows those who are not sports superstars to 

take a full and active role in sport and physical 

activity. 

 
Summer School 

Some of our new Year 7 students enjoyed a week of 

activities in August, these were designed to 

encourage a smooth transition which would also 

improve their communication and team work skills. 

 

Two days were held at the Mill Adventure Base 

where students went canoeing, tunnelling and 

participated in communication and team work tasks 

on the low ropes.  



 

  

 

 

They also enjoyed a ski lesson, tubing and 

tobogganing as well as a trip to Yorkshire Wildlife 

Park. 

 

 
Head Boy, Head Girl and Student Leaders 

At the end of term our Year 10 students applied and 
were interviewed for a range of student positions 
available for Year 11. The students presented 
excellently and made the final appointments a 
challenging job. During a special assembly the 
following students were welcomed to their roles. 
I am very pleased to announce our student leaders 

for 2017-2018 are: 

Head Girl  Head Boy 

  
Emily Bush  Adam Punter 

Deputy Head Girls 

 
Kaitlin Lowe   Imogen Bearder 
 
Deputy Head Boys 

  
James Sinclair   Jack Leadbeater 
 
Senior Students:  
Alexandra Lowe , Alix Wilson, Storm Lea Shaw, Selina 
Thom, Briar Thornbury Snelling, Declan Patton, 
Jonathon Leighton, Kenny Bearton, Chloey Booth, 
Latisha Lee, Shianne Crowder, Sarah Hill, Abbie 
Hillyer,  Laura Schofield Timeea Mateuscu, Amanda 
Fairbrother and Skye Blank 
 
The student leaders have already held many 

meetings and have organised themselves into various 

committees. They have held a cake sale to raise 

money for a memorial bench and are also raising 

money for the academy to purchase a Defibrillator. 

They have lots of exciting ideas and I am very much 

looking forward to working with them over the year. 

Meadowhall trip 

Last term Year 8 students were invited to the Apple 

Store in Meadowhall to explore modern technology 

as part of their rewards trip. Students in Year 8 with 

an average attitude to learning of 2 or below were 

invited. Students were able to make their own comic 

strips using Apple technology. Some students worked 

on the creative writing of a comic strip, and others 

designed the pictures to run alongside. Students had 

a brilliant afternoon and their attitude and 

contribution to the tasks were outstanding. Well 

done! 



  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 7 London trip 

Last term Year 7 experienced the big city of London 

for the day. Students went to the Tower of London, 

HMS Belfast and The Great Fire of London 

Monument. They also got to see famous London 

landmarks such as the London Eye and No.10 

Downing Street. 

 

During the trip students were asked to write a diary 

of the day. The following diary is written by Lee 

Wright in 8CRU: 

 

Dear Diary 

I went to London on Monday and it was 

fantastic! We went down Baker Street on 

the bus, but our first location was to see 

the Crown Jewels at the Tower of London. 

There was a massive queue but inside we 

saw a royal cloak, St Edwards Crown from 

1661 and the Crown of Queen Elizabeth 

from 1937. It was fascinating! 

We also saw coins that had been restored 

from Charles II reign. We even saw a half 

crown from 1690. It was amazing. After 

lunch we moved on to our next 

destination.  

We travelled by foot to HMS Belfast. I was 

really interested in the cannon 

experience. It was loud but would be a lot 

louder in reality! The ship was very big 

and its history was incredibly interesting.  

After HMS Belfast we walked around 

London, seeing the wonderful sights! We 

saw Big Ben, the London Eye, and we even 

got to see Downing Street. It was brilliant! 

If I wrote about everything we did it 

would take weeks to finish! So I will end 

my diary entry by saying I had an 

amazing day and would love to go 

again.  

Lee Wright. 

 

 
 



 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

World of Work Week (WoW)  

Year 10, 10th-14th July 2017  

Year 10 were taken off timetable for a week in July to 

allow them to take part in a week of careers and 

employment activities designed to allow them to: 

meet a range of employers; consider a range of 

careers; and to develop a range of employability skills 

such as team work, confidence, problem solving, CV 

writing and interview skills. 

Day one: we were very pleased to welcome Professor 

Kathryn Mitchell, Vice Chancellor of Derby University, 

to the academy to deliver our key note speech to 

start off the week. Professor Mitchell gave a very 

clear presentation about the employment and 

education opportunities within the local area. She 

also focused on the things that make the most 

difference and these included smiling, appearing 

interested and taking care to do things such as arrive 

on time.  

Students then took part in many employer 

workshops. These included: 

 Good and bad interview techniques 

 Marketing 

 Apprenticeships 

 Money management   

 The burger challenge 

 Human Resources 

 

The burger challenge was led by Owen Taylor Ltd 

staff and required our students to work in teams of 

five to design, create, cook and pitch a new burger. 

The winning team created the Salsa, sizzle burger, a 

spicy burger with added peppers. The whole academy 

smelt of wonderful burgers! As well as winning the 

challenge the Salsa, sizzle burgers, were then 

manufactured by Owen Taylor and sold in their shop 

in Leabrooks for the following two weeks. Which 

other academy has their own line of burgers? 

 

 

 



  

 

Many thanks to the staff of David Nieper Ltd, Owen 

Taylor Ltd, Learning Unlimited and National Grid who 

lead these sessions. 

In the afternoon students were shown good and bad 

CVs and had the time to produce a high quality 

finished CV for their portfolio. 

Day two: team building at the Mill Adventure base. 

All students took part in four activities and an 

enjoyable time was had by all; even the weather 

held, for most of the day! Many thanks to Mrs Adani 

for booking and organising this event. 

 

Day three: with great trepidation we set off to 

Alfreton train station with 98 students and 10 staff to 

see if we could successfully get this number of people 

on the trains to Sheffield for our visit to Sheffield 

University. All students arrived very promptly to the 

station. Despite the first train being ½ hour late we 

did all arrive safely and on time to our first activity at 

the university. The first group was met at the station 

by current university students and we walked up to 

the university. The second group on a later train had 

the experience of catching the Sheffield tram. Mrs 

Shephard had the responsibility of buying 55 tram 

tickets as these couldn’t be pre-booked! Sheffield 

University arranged for an introductory talk, a tour of 

the city campus, lunch at the students’ union building 

and workshops in the afternoon. We then reversed 

our journey with all students catching the tram back 

to the station before boarding trains back home. The 

students were fantastic with many examples of 

students offering their seats on the train and tram to 

members of the public and many complimentary 

comments expressed about their manners and 

behaviour. I was indeed a very proud Headteacher! 

Many thanks to the staff and students of Sheffield 

University, Mr Artliff for arranging the visit and Mrs 

Shephard for booking all the tickets.  

 

Day four: Learning Unlimited staff again worked 

alongside our teachers to lead sessions on interview 

skills and presentation skills. All students had already 

written an application form for a hypothetical 

position as a part time retail assistant. The morning 

sessions were all building up to a mock interview in 

the afternoon with an employer. Twenty-Six 

employers gave up their time to come to the 

academy to interview the students. The students 

were asked questions based on their application 

forms and were able to put their CVs to good use. It 

would be fair to say that many students were quite 

nervous as they waited for their interview slot 

however all came out smiling and had received 

valuable feedback on their interview skills and advice 

for things to develop for the future. 

Many thanks to the staff of David Nieper Ltd, Owen 

Taylor Ltd, Denby Pottery Ltd, National Grid, Learning 

Unlimited, members of Alfreton Rotary, STEM 

ambassadors and Trustees of David Nieper Academy.  



 

  

 

Day five: Students took part in a team building course 

designed in our grounds by Army personnel from the 

Grenadier Guards. Captain Bearder, a former student 

of the school, was joined by other former students 

also in the same regiment and put our students 

through a series of challenges and activities. Students 

were not allowed to be in the same team as their 

friends to develop their abilities to work with others. 

Whilst no one was sure what to expect the students 

threw themselves into the activities and attempted 

every challenge posed to them. The activities were 

then followed by a question and answer session with 

the army personnel and students were able to hear 

what former students had gone on to achieve.  

Many thanks to Captain Bearder and the staff from 

the Grenadier guards.  

 

 

 

The afternoon saw some very tired but very proud 

students review their week and achievements. All 

students received certificates for each activity 

completed to go into their portfolios along with their 

application forms, CVs and feedback from the 

interviews. We hope that these portfolios will prove 

useful as the students move into Year 11 and start to 

apply for Post 16 courses and apprenticeships and 

think ahead to their careers. 

A huge thank you to Mrs Adani and Mr Artliff who 

arranged the week and the many staff who took part 

in the activities each day as well as to David Nieper 

Ltd who subsidised the cost of the activities.  We are 

looking forward to WoW week - July 2018 and indeed 

have huge plans to expand the activities to cover all 

year groups creating a whole academy Enterprise 

week. Full information will be provided nearer the 

time, but our initial plans include: 

Year 7 – World of chocolate led by the English Faculty 

Year 8 – Ready steady cook challenge led by the 

Technology Faculty 

Year 9 – STEM challenge (Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Maths) led by the Science Faculty 

Year 10 – World of Work 



  

Careers 

Careers education continues to be covered as part of 

our PSHCE provision (Personal, Health, Social and 

Careers Education). PSHCE is now taught as part of 

the curriculum in each year group led by Mrs Clarke. 

In addition, Year 11 will have talks and presentations 

from a variety of Colleges and apprenticeship 

providers over the next term. Year 11 students were 

invited to attend the Derbyshire Skills festival in 

Chesterfield in September and we will ensure any 

other such Post 16 and career events are publicised 

to the parents and students.  

In addition, we have external careers advice and 

guidance provided by Mrs Anne Brown. Mrs Brown is 

with us on a weekly basis and 1-2-1 or group 

appointments can be booked via Mrs Howard and Mr 

Artliff for Year 10 & 11 students or via Mr Dixon for 

the Sixth form. Mrs Brown will also be in attendance 

at our parents’ evenings and our options evening so 

that parents can meet with her.  

Sixth Form 2018 

After the successful launch of our Business and 

Enterprise Sixth form this year we are looking to build 

on this and expand our range of courses whilst 

continuing to offer the one day a week employer 

engagement and work experience – a unique 

curriculum offer for a school based Sixth form. We 

will continue to offer our Level 2 Business and 

Enterprise BTEC qualification which is open to any 

student, either from David Nieper Academy or other 

schools, who wishes to improve on their GCSE grades 

prior to applying for an apprenticeship or before 

moving onto a level 3 course.  In addition, for 

September 2018 we are also offering: 

Business and Enterprise Level 3 BTEC Diploma 

This is a two-year course equivalent to two A Levels 

and will be combined with a related A Level or other 

Level 3 finance course. Students will work with our 

employer partners and other local employers one day 

a week throughout the course to allow them to put 

into practice their learning from the classroom as 

well as to see how things are completed in a business 

setting.  

 

Health and Social Care Level 3 BTEC Diploma 

This is a two-year course equivalent to two A Levels 

and will be combined with a related A Level or other 

Level 3 course. We have included this course as we 

are aware that a number of our Year 11 students are 

thinking of applying for Health and social care and/or 

child care courses. We have very close links with the 

local infant and Junior schools as well as Alfreton 

Nursery school and therefore will be able to provide 

students with a weekly work placement in order to 

put their classroom learning into practice and to 

develop their skills in an actual health and social care 

or child care setting. 

Our level 3 courses can lead into higher level 

apprenticeships, employment or university. 

Our 2018 Sixth Form prospectus will be published 

shortly, and we will be discussing our courses at the 

Year 11 GCSE revision evening on Thursday 9 

November 5.30-7.30pm. We look forward to seeing 

you there and welcoming prospective students from 

other schools. 

Music lessons 

Twelve students and two staff started drum lessons 

last term with Mr. Daykin. These sessions were so 

successful that we have continued into this year. We 

are looking forward to hearing their progress at 

various events throughout the year. We are very 

keen to offer more students the opportunity to 

continue or start music lessons across a range of 

instruments and singing. If your son/daughter is 

interested in either taking part in a trial on an 

instrument or in arranging lessons then please 

contact reception and leave a message for Ms 

Barnes, Deputy Head. Ms Barnes is very happy to 

look for additional instrumental teachers if we have 

sufficient interest from students. We will also be 

inviting instrumental teachers into the academy to 

present demonstrations of their instruments so that 

students can find out more about which instrument 

they may be interested in before they commit to 

lessons. We are also in the very fortunate position as 

to be able to offer heavily subsidised lessons as our 

sponsor David Nieper Ltd has created a music 

scholarship fund to encourage and support more 

students to take up music lessons.  



 

  

Visit of the Lord Lieutenant and High Sheriff  

We were thrilled to be visited by the Lord Lieutenant 

and his wife, and the High Sheriff and her husband on 

Tuesday 3 October 2017. This was an exciting 

opportunity for our student leaders to meet, ask 

questions and have lunch with our guests, which 

followed a tour of the Academy. Gifts were presented 

to our guests by Hollie Stokes and Hubert Kowalicki, 

students in Year 7.  

 

Dates for the diary 

Friday 20 October 2017 

 Non-uniform Day / Last day of half-term 

Monday 23 - Friday 27 October 2017 

 Student Holidays 

Monday 30 October 2017 

 INSET day – Academy is closed to students 

Tuesday 31 October 2017 

 Students return 

Thursday 9 November 2017  

 Sixth Form Open Evening for September 2018 entry 

– 5.30pm start 

 Year 11 GCSE Revision – 5.30pm start for all Year 11 

students and parents 

Tuesday 19 December 2017 

 Last day of term 

Wednesday 20 December - Monday 1 January 2018 

 Christmas holidays 

Tuesday 2 & Wednesday 3 January 2018 

 

 INSET days 

Thursday 4 January 2018 

 Students return 

 

 

Parents Evenings  

Year 7 - Monday 6 November 2017 – 4-6pm 

Year 10 - Monday 10 November 2017 - 4-6pm 

Year 11 & 12 – Monday 4 December 2017 – 4-6pm  

Year 8 – Monday 29 January 2018 – 4-6pm  

Year 9 – Monday 12 March 2018 – 4-6pm 

 

 
 

 

Aspire – Endeavour – Succeed 

 

 
  



  

Your Invitation to visit the new 

David Nieper Academy 

 

 

Year 11 GCSE Revision Evening &  

Sixth Form Open Evening 
Thursday 9 November 2017 – 5.30pm start 

All Year 11 students and parents welcome 

 
 

 

On Thursday 9th November, the David Nieper Academy will be holding a Year 11 GCSE Revision 

Evening and Sixth Form Open Evening to give Year 11 students and their parents the opportunity to 

take part in a number of interactive sessions which will focus on key exam requirements for Maths, 

English and Science GCSE as well as looking at the most effective revision techniques. As part of this 

evening, we will also present our Sixth Form courses to our own students, as well as others from the 

local community.   

 
Join us at 5.30pm for refreshments in the Dining Hall, followed by a brief welcome from Dr Hobbs at 

5.45pm in the Main Hall, before attending a number of workshops.  

 
GCSE Revision guides will also be available for purchase.  

 
Our Heads of Maths, English and Science will be available along with our Head of Sixth Form.   

 

We look forward to welcoming you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


