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Welcome to  
David Nieper Academy Sixth Form
At David Nieper Academy, we have a unique approach 
to education that gives you the opportunity to excel 
based on your own interests, passions and career goals.

As a student at the David Nieper Academy Sixth Form 
Centre you will experience a learning environment 
that encourages and develops independent thought, 
self-discipline, motivation and confidence. 

The qualifications on offer will equip you with all 
the skills you need to successfully pursue a career in 
business, health, social care, childcare, sports or other 

related careers, and above all will prepare you for the 
next stage in your life. 

Your studies here will strike the right balance between 
classroom learning and employer based experience.

Please enjoy reading about our exciting new courses 
and if you have any questions, please do get in touch.  
I look forward to receiving your application.

Dr Kathryn Hobbs 
Headteacher



Kick-start your career

A good education, a great attitude and the ability to 
learn new skills are key to securing your first job and  
a successful career. 

David Nieper Academy is fortunate to be supported 
by several outstanding trustees, who bring a lifetime of 
experience and the knowledge of what it takes to get 
started in a successful career.

I am proud of Alfreton, we are a local family business 
that has always invested in skills and realise our 
ongoing success is down to local people.

Sponsoring the David Nieper Academy is our way of  
investing in the future and giving something back to this  
wonderful community. We are supported by some 
of Derbyshire’s leading local employers who share 

our vision and are keen to offer a wide range of 
opportunities for young people.

Thank for your interest in the new Sixth Form Centre. 
Your future matters, so please do take the opportunity 
to speak with the Headteacher and her team about 
how the David Nieper Academy Sixth Form can help 
fast-track your career.

Christopher Nieper 
Chair of Trustees,  
David Nieper Education Trust

“Sponsoring the David Nieper Academy is our way of investing in  
the future and giving something back to this wonderful community” 

Christopher Nieper



Why choose David Nieper Academy 
for your Sixth Form study?

Employability Skills

BTEC and A-level qualifications help you gain employment. The vast majority of employers 
require technical skills, knowledge and understanding, but they are also looking for 
employability skills which allow you to be an effective team player in the workplace. 

Unlike technical skills, which may become outdated over time, interpersonal skills enable 
you to build a lifelong career and adapt to the ever-changing roles in our fast moving 
global economy. These skills include: self-management, teamworking, business awareness 
and customer awareness, problem solving, communication, basic literacy and numeracy, a 
positive attitude to work and the use of IT. 

Developing leaders and achievers for the future 



Pastoral care 

Pastoral care underpins everything we do. All our students from Year 7 through to our 
sixth formers receive relevant and timely support to strengthen academic achievement 
and improve resilience.

Our Sixth Form Centre students receive one-to-one coaching to support  
them in reaching their potential and overcoming any barriers to learning.

Personal coaching is extremely powerful and benefits you in a number of ways:

• Increase your motivation
• Develop your self-confidence
• Optimise your performance
• Empower yourself

The benefit of personal coaching is maximising your potential to ensure you get  
the most out of your time with us. 

Our Sixth Form is led by Miss Vicky Brindley who, with the support of the Sixth Form 
tutors, will provide pastoral care and strong careers advice and guidance.



Aspire, Endeavour, Succeed

Our sixth formers are a valuable part of our school community. Whether they have 
attended our Academy in years 7-11 or have joined us from other schools, our sixth 
formers are respected as leaders of our school community and set an example for 
younger students.

Sixth Form offers the opportunity to build upon and consolidate learning, while planning 
for the future and taking the first steps onto the career ladder. Our sixth formers are 
treated as young adults, and are fortunate to have their own space in a fantastic modern, 
purpose built Sixth Form facility on the top floor of the school building.

Whatever your aspirations in life, our Sixth Form is the springboard for your future 
success and a fulfilling career and well-rounded education. 



Sixth Form Centre

Advanced Pathways
• Business Studies
•  Health and Social Care
• Sport (new course in conjunction with Amber Valley School Sports Partnership)  
2 year courses

This pathway is for students who are confident and ready to start their BTEC Level 3 National  
Extended Diploma qualification in Year 12 and will enable them to move onto:

• A higher apprenticeship
• Future employment
• University

Our Sixth form offers students a choice of Business, Health & Social Care and Sport. All subjects provide 
an excellent educational foundation and can open doors to further study a wide range of careers.

Our Sixth Form curriculum combines school based learning and time spent with employers to provide  
the opportunity to apply knowledge in the workplace.

A-levels in English, Sociology or Level 3 Finance and, if required, a resit of GCSE Maths and English can be 
studied in addition to your BTEC at David Nieper Academy to add to your qualifications.



ADVANCED Pathway

BTEC Level 3 National Diploma in Business
(This course is equivalent to 2 A-levels)

From an accountant to a charity worker, studying Business Studies will give you the skills to enter virtually any 
industry, whether you choose the apprenticeship route or university study. 

Business Studies gives you the choice to specialise in an area of business such as marketing and promotion or 
to combine all aspects of business by owning and running your very own enterprise. 

Focused careers that Business Studies can lead to include: marketing, human resources, accountancy, banking, 
insurance, retail, production and administration. 

Mandatory units:
• Exploring Business 
• Developing a Marketing Campaign 
• Personal and Business Finance 
• Managing an Event 
• International Business 
• Principles of Management 

Examples of optional units:
• Recruitment and Selection Process 
• Team Building in Business 
• Recording Financial Transactions 
• Cost and Management Accounting 
• Investigating Customer Service 
• Investigating Retail Business 
• Digital Marketing 
• Creative Promotion 
• Pitching for a New Business 



ADVANCED PATHWAY

BTEC Level 3 National Diploma in Health and Social Care
(This course is equivalent to 2 A-levels)

From working with young children to working with adults, studying health and social care will give you the skills to 
enter a very wide range of careers, whether you chose the apprenticeship route or university study. Health and 
Social Care gives you the choice to specialise in an area of care such as nursery, child care, social work or to move 
into a wide variety of other careers in the care sector such as nursing, counselling, occupational therapy, teaching 
assistant, nursery nurse and the police. 

The Academy’s links with the Alfreton Nursery School Teaching School Alliance will also open doors for work 
experience and hands-on experience in this field.

Students will take 6 mandatory and 2 optional units.

Examples of optional units:
• Work experience in Health and Social Care
• Sociological perspectives 
• Psychological perspectives
• Supporting Individuals with Additional Needs
• Physiological disorders and their care
• Nutritional Health

Mandatory units:
• Human Lifespan Development
• Working in Health and Social Care
• Enquiries into current research in Health and Social Care
• Meeting individual Care and Support Needs
• Principles of Safe Practice in Health and Social Care
• Promoting Public Health 



New for September 2019 
BTEC Level 3 National Extended Diploma in Sport
(This course is equivalent to 3 A-levels)

A qualification in Sport provides the knowledge, understanding and skills that 
underpin job roles in the sport, leisure and fitness industry.

On successful completion of the qualification will be able to progress into a wide 
variety of roles or onto higher education.  Learners can progress into the industry 
in roles such as: fitness instructor, gym instructor, Sports administrator, sports coach, 
sports development officer, sports therapist, secondary school teacher.

This course is intended as an applied general qualification, designed as a two-year 
programme. This qualification is aimed at learners looking to progress to higher 
education and employment in this sports and fitness sector. 



This course will be run in conjunction with AVSSP. 

This course will be predominantly delivered by one of the AVSSP team who has a variety of 
sports industry experience. Through partnerships with local schools the course will include a 
range of ongoing work based experiences. This will ensure that the classroom based learning 
will be complemented by a wide range of practical experiences. 

Learners will also choose four optional units, which have been designed to support 
progression to relevant occupational areas. They cover content areas such as:

• Leisure Centre operations
• Current issues in Sport

• Work Experience in Active Leisure
• Leisure Management

• Anatomy and Physiology
• Fitness Training and Programming for Health
• Sport and Well-being
• Professional Development in the Sports Industry
• Sports Leadership

The qualification covers ten mandatory units: 

• Practical Sports Performance
• Coaching for Performance
• Research methods in Sport
• Development and provision of Sport in physical activity 
• Investigating business in Sport in the active leisure industry



Additional studies at Level 3 
Alongside your BTEC National Diploma you will also have the opportunity to  
take an additional course which may involve:

•  A-level English Literature or A-level Sociology
• Finance qualification
• GCSE Maths and English

A-Level English Literature

English Literature is a good route into a wide range of Higher Education subjects. 
Students will study a selection of classic and modern texts including prose, poetry and 
plays and develop skills in reading, communication, essay writing, research and analysis.

Many English Literature students go on to work in law, marketing, communications, 
publishing, journalism, teaching and the media.



A-Level SOCIOLOGY  

Sociology is the study of society and how people behave in social groups. Topics covered 
include Family, Education, Theory and Methods, Crime and Deviance and Socialisation, 
Culture and Identity. 

A-level Sociology can lead onto a wide range of careers such as Human Resources,  
law, health and social care and education. 

LEVEL 3 FINANCE qualification  

This course covers the core disciplines of financial capability. Students are encouraged  
to become responsible borrowers and sensible savers and to appreciate the need for 
financial planning throughout life. 

A qualification in finance can support careers in the business and financial sectors  
as well as providing a solid foundation for all other careers. 



intermediate Pathway

BTEC Level 2 First Diploma in Business
(This course is equivalent to 4 GCSEs, grades 9-4)

This pathway is ideal for students consolidating their independent learning skills. Students in Year 12 study 
the BTEC Level 2 First Diploma and have enhanced employability skills that enable them to move on to:
• An apprenticeship
• Full time college courses
•  A 2 year BTEC Level 3 course at David Nieper Academy Sixth Form Centre.

Students will take a total of 10–12 units to complete this qualification, 
3 core units, 3 mandatory units and 4–6 optional specialist units.

GCSE Mathematics and GCSE English resits
Resit courses in Mathematics and English are available for any students who join the 
Sixth Form without a grade 4 in these vital subjects. 

Core units:
• Enterprise in the Business World 
• Finance for Business  
• Small Business Planning 

Examples of optional specialist units:
• Business Online 
• Delivering and Improving Customer Service 
• Effective Business Communication 
• Planning, Forecasting and Recording Business Finances 
• Introducing International Business 
• Principles of Procurement and Supply 
• Sales and Personal Selling 
• Introducing Retail Business

Mandatory units:
• Promoting a Brand
• Principles of Marketing
• Introducing Project Management



Benefit from employer based assignments

Students in our Sixth Form Centre can look forward to a range of valuable work 
experience opportunities that sit alongside and are an integral part of their studies.

This exceptional opportunity provides a headstart in your search for the right 
career and allows you to see what life is like in the real world of paid work.

You will be matched with some of our high profile business partners and other 
local employers including local nursery and infant schools for projects, work 
experience and work placements.

Employer partners supporting you:



APPLY NOW
Telephone admissions 

01773 832331 
to apply or arrange a visit

davidnieper.academy

Grange Street, Alfreton, Derbyshire DE55 7JA


