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Welcome to  
David Nieper Academy Sixth Form
At David Nieper Academy, we have a unique approach 
to education that gives you the opportunity to excel 
based on your own interests, passions and career goals.

As a student at the David Nieper Academy Sixth 
Form you will experience a learning environment that 
encourages and develops independent thought, self-
discipline, motivation and confidence. 

The qualifications on offer will equip you with all the 
skills you need to successfully go on to university or a 
higher apprenticeship, to pursue your chosen career, 

and above all will prepare you for the next stage in 
your life. 

Your studies here will strike the right balance between 
classroom learning and employer based experience.

Please enjoy reading about our exciting new courses 
and if you have any questions, please do get in touch.  
I look forward to receiving your application.

Dr Kathryn Hobbs 
Headteacher

Meet the Sixth Form team
Hello and welcome to David Nieper Academy Sixth Form

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for reading our prospectus. 
The Sixth Form will be entering its 5th year in September and the team is 
immensely proud of how much we have grown and developed over this  
short period.

As a student at the David Nieper Academy Sixth Form you will experience a 
learning environment that encourages and develops independent thought,  
self-discipline, motivation, and confidence.

We have a strong culture in the Sixth Form of high academic performance along 
with developing employability skills. There is a dedicated focus on University and 
work-related career paths which links very closely with our employer engagement 
post-16 programme. 

Joining the David Nieper Academy Sixth Form will provide you with further career 
opportunities as well as the chance to further your knowledge in your chosen 
course subjects. 

Mr Chris Dixon and Miss Chelsea Brandwood



Why choose David Nieper Academy 
for your Sixth Form study?
Employability Skills

A-level and BTEC qualifications help you gain employment. The vast majority of employers require 
technical skills, knowledge and understanding, but they are also looking for employability skills, 
which allow you to be an effective team player in the workplace.

Unlike technical skills, which may become outdated over time, interpersonal skills enable you to 
build a lifelong career and adapt to the ever-changing roles in our fast moving global economy.  
These skills include; self-management, team working, business awareness, customer awareness, 
problem solving, communication, basic literacy, basic numeracy, a positive attitude to work and the 
use of IT.

“Owen Taylor is proud to be one of the founding employer partners of the David Nieper 
Academy and our staff enjoys supporting the student learning experience. For sixth form students, 
gaining practical experience from businesses not only enhances the classroom experience, but also 
helps to bridge the gap between student and working life.”

Carl Evans, Owen Taylor & Sons Ltd.

Pastoral care underpins everything we do. As a sixth form student, you will 
receive relevant and timely support to strengthen your academic achievement 
and improve resilience.

You will receive one-to-one coaching to support you in reaching your potential 
and overcoming any barriers to learning.

Personal coaching is extremely powerful and benefits you in a number of ways:

• Increases your motivation
• Develops your self-confidence
• Optimises your performance
• Empowers yourself

The benefit of personal coaching is maximising your potential to ensure you get  
the most out of your time with us. 

Our Sixth Form is led by Mr Chris Dixon and Miss Chelsea Brandwood who, 
with the support of the Sixth Form Tutors, provide pastoral care and strong 
careers advice and guidance. 

PASTORAL CARE



Aspire, Endeavour, Succeed

Our sixth formers are a valuable part of our school community. Whether they have 
attended our Academy in years 7-11 or have joined us from other schools, our sixth 
formers are respected as leaders of our school community and set an example for 
younger students.

Sixth Form offers the opportunity to build upon and consolidate learning, while planning 
for the future and taking the first steps onto the career ladder. Our sixth formers are 
treated as young adults, and are fortunate to have their own space in a fantastic modern, 
purpose built Sixth Form facility on the top floor of the school building.

Whatever your aspirations in life, our Sixth Form is the springboard for your future 
success and a fulfilling career and well-rounded education. 

A-Level Geography
Exam board: Edexcel 

Studying geography will enable you to explore the contemporary global issues that 
define our generation, such as the consequences of globalisation, how society responds 
to hazards, or the threat of global climate change. You will become critical, reflective, and 
independent learners where you will develop a breadth of qualitative and numerical skills. 

The examined units we study are: tectonic processes and hazards; glaciated landscapes; 
the water cycle and water insecurity; the carbon cycle and energy security; globalisation; 
diverse places; superpowers; global development and connections; migration, identity and 
sovereignty.  

In addition, there is an internally assessed piece of coursework comprising of an 
independent fieldwork investigation relating to any aspect of geography contained within 
the specification.  

Geography graduates are amongst the most employable. The discipline can lead to a 
wide range of careers related directly to the subject, or that draw upon the desirable 
skills that you will have developed throughout your study. This includes working in policy 
and government, the physical and built environments, geographical information systems, 
business, development and society, or travel, tourism and leisure.  



BTEC Level 3 Health and Social Care
National Certificate (1 A-Level) or Diploma (2 A-Levels) 

From working with young children to working with adults, studying Health and Social Care will give you the skills to 
enter a very wide range of careers, whether you choose the apprenticeship route or university study. Health and 
Social Care gives you the choice to specialise in an area of care such as nursery, child care, social work or to move 
into a wide variety of other careers in the care sector such as nursing, counselling, occupational therapy, teaching 
assistant, nursery nurse and the police. 

The Academy’s links with the Alfreton Nursery School Teaching School Alliance will also open doors for work 
experience and hands-on experience in this field.

Students will take 6 mandatory and 2 optional units.

Examples of optional units:
• Work experience in Health and Social Care
• Sociological Perspectives 
• Psychological Perspectives
• Supporting Individuals with Additional Needs
• Physiological Disorders and their care
• Nutritional Health

Mandatory units:
• Human Lifespan Development
• Working in Health and Social Care
• Enquiries into Current Research in Health and Social Care
• Meeting individual Care and Support Needs
• Principles of Safe Practice in Health and Social Care
• Promoting Public Health 

Exam board:  To be confirmed 

Why study A-Level Maths?

Studying A-Level Maths will help you develop key employability skills such as problem solving, reasoning, 
communication and resilience.  Maths supports the study of most other A-Level and post-16 courses and is excellent 
preparation for a wide range of university courses and careers. 

What will you study?

Pure Mathematics (66%)

The methods and techniques which underpin the study of all other areas of mathematics, such as proof, algebra, 
trigonometry, calculus, and vectors. 

Statistics (17%)

Working with data from a sample to make inferences about a population, probability calculations, modelling real life 
data using statistical distributions and hypothesis testing.

Mechanics (17%)

The study of the physical world, modelling the motion of objects and the forces acting on them.  

“Quantitative skills are required in a wide range of occupations and activities, embracing not only the mathematical 
and physical sciences but also the social sciences, the humanities and the creative arts. Mathematics is now intrinsic  
to some aspects of the creative arts… and learned societies argue that students across the sciences, social sciences 
and humanities need significant quantitative skills, and these should be a central component of their education.”  

Professor Sir Adrian Smith

A-Level Mathematics  



Are you interested in people? Are you interested in trying to explain why certain events 
in society occur? 

Sociology is the study of society and how people behave in social groups. As individuals 
we are influenced and shaped by our family, friends, the education system, and the media. 
Sociology looks at how society impacts on us and in turn how people impact on society. 

The units we study are: 

Year 12 – Families and Households, Education, Research Methods

Year 13 – Crime and Deviance, Religion or Mass Media and Theory

To study sociology you must have a strong interest and curiosity about current affairs.

Sociology can lead into a very wide range of careers, often those linked to working  
with people. These include careers in health care, social services, human resources,  
legal system, and education. In fact, sociology can take you anywhere! 

A-Level Sociology 
Exam board: AQA

This course aims to equip you with the vital skills in financial awareness. It empowers 
students to make informed decisions when managing their finances. You will learn how 
individuals manage their money effectively and how financial services such as credit cards, 
loans, mortgages, and pensions work. 

Second year students will discover how governmental decisions on fiscal policy can 
impact individuals as well as a greater look at external impacts on the financial sector.

Length of course:  
The course lasts for 2 years. However, a Certificate in Financial studies can be achieved 
after 1 year.

How will I be assessed?  
Units 1, 2, 3 and 4 are all examined by an e-test consisting of 35 multiple-choice 
questions and a written examination based on a case study. You must pass all units to  
pass the course.

What will I study? 
Unit 1 Financial Capability for the Immediate and Short Term (FCIS) 
Unit 2 Financial Capability for the Medium and Long Term (FCML) 
Unit 3 Sustainability for an Individual’s Finances (SIF) 
Unit 4 Sustainability of the Financial Services System (SFS)

What does the course lead to?  
You can progress into a career in any financial profession. This includes Banking sector, 
Mortgage Advisor, Economist and Business Analyst. However, this course will help you 
make financial decisions about your future career.

Level 3 Diploma in Finance 
Exam Board: LIBF



A-Level English Language and Literature develops the work you did in English at GCSE 
and allows you to explore some of the most popular areas of English in greater depth. 

We study a range of literature texts from Shakespeare’s violent tragic love story, Othello; 
through the American Jazz Age classic The Great Gatsby; to the dark dystopian world of 
Margaret Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale.  

In the English Language sections of the course we will develop your skills as an author, 
with a range of creative writing tasks and explore how to analyse how people use 
language in their everyday lives.

To study English you must enjoy reading and working with narrative, language and  
current affairs.

English can lead to a very wide range of career paths. It is a subject which the top 
universities like students to have studied and makes a good choice for people looking  
for jobs in the law, education, human resources, journalism and more.

A-Level English Language and Literature 
Exam board: AQA

From an accountant to a charity worker, studying Business Studies will give you the skills to enter virtually any 
industry, whether you choose the apprenticeship route or university study. 

Business Studies gives you the choice to specialise in an area of business such as marketing and promotion or 
to combine all aspects of business by owning and running your very own enterprise. 

Focused careers that Business Studies can lead to include: marketing, human resources, accountancy, banking, 
insurance, retail, production and administration. 

Mandatory units:
• Exploring Business 
• Developing a Marketing Campaign 
• Personal and Business Finance 
• Managing an Event 
• International Business 
• Principles of Management 

Examples of optional units:
• Recruitment and Selection Process 
• Team Building in Business 
• Recording Financial Transactions 
• Cost and Management Accounting 
• Investigating Customer Service 
• Investigating Retail Business 
• Digital Marketing 
• Creative Promotion 
• Pitching for a New Business 

BTEC Level 3 in Business
National Certificate (1 A-Level) or Diploma (2 A-Levels)



Advanced Pathway 

This pathway is for students who are confident and ready to start their A-level or BTEC Level 3 National 
qualification in Year 12 and will enable them to move onto:

•  University 
•  A higher apprenticeship 
•  A degree apprenticeship 
•  Future employment 

September 2021 proposed subjects and Option Blocks 

Block A Block B Block C Block D
Geography A-level Maths A-Level English A-Level Business BTEC 

(Double*)
Health & Social Care 
BTEC (single)

Sociology A-Level Business BTEC (Single) Health & Social Care 
BTEC (Double*)

Finance Level 3 

Students will select one subject from each of the blocks. 

*the Double award BTEC can only be taken alongside the single award.

Intermediate Pathway
This is a one year pathway for students who wish to improve on their GSCE grades,  
particularly GCSE Mathematics and English. 

Benefit from employer based assignments.
A good education, a great attitude and the ability to 
learn new skills are key to securing your first job and a 
successful career.

David Nieper Academy is fortunate to be supported 
by outstanding trustees, who bring a lifetime of 
experience and the knowledge of what it takes to  
kick start a career.

Students in our Sixth Form can look forward to a 
range of valuable work experience opportunities that 
sit alongside, and are an integral part of their studies.

This exceptional opportunity provides a head start in 
your search for the right career and allows you to see 
what life is like in the real world of paid work. 

You will be matched with some of the high profile 
business partners and other local employers including 
local nursery and infant schools for projects, work 
experience and placements. 

Christopher Nieper OBE, Chair of Trustees,  
David Nieper Education Trust

“Sponsoring the David Nieper Academy is 
our way of investing in the future and giving 
something back to this wonderful community” 

Christopher Nieper OBE

Employer partners supporting you:



APPLY NOW
Telephone admissions 

01773 832331 
to apply or arrange a visit

davidnieper.academy
email

sixthform@davidnieper.academy

Grange Street, Alfreton, Derbyshire DE55 7JA


