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Official Opening of
David Nieper Academy by
Her Royal Highness The Countess of
Wessex GCVO
Tuesday 20th November 2018

On Tuesday 20th November 2018, we were thrilled
and honoured to have Her Royal Highness The
Countess of Wessex visit Alfreton to officially open
the David Nieper Academy.
HRH arrived by Royal helicopter, landing on the
academy playing fields adjacent to the Sports Hall
just after 1.15pm. She was greeted by HM LordLieutenant, Mr William Tucker, who then introduced
the Countess to The High Sheriff of Derbyshire Mrs
Lucy Palmer, Chair of Derbyshire County Council
Councillor George Wharmby and Councillor Jean
Wharmby, the Deputy Mayor of Amber Valley
Councillor Steve Hayes and Dr. Kathryn Hobbs,
Headteacher.
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The weather was wet, cold and blustery but that
didn’t stop more than 450 children from our local
feeder schools, Alfreton Nursery, Croft Infants,
Woodbridge Juniors, Copthorne Infants, Leys Junior,
South Wingfield Juniors, Mickley Infants, Shirland
Primary and Christ the King Catholic Primary, joining
us and waiting patiently in the Sports Hall for HRH to
arrive.

The children from local infant and junior schools were
very excited to see HRH.

All the children had flags and when the Countess
stepped through the doors the noise was incredible,
with everyone waving and cheering. HRH walked
through the Sports Hall greeting the children and
spending a few minutes with them. It was lovely that
the children could join us for this special event – they
all took their flags home with them as a Royal
memento!

Dr Hobbs with The Countess of Wessex

Dr Hobbs escorted the Countess into the Dining Hall
and introduced:
Mr Christopher Nieper, Chair of Governors
Mr Richard White, Deputy Headteacher
Mr Christopher Endacott, Assistant Headteacher
Mrs Emma Merchant, Assistant Headteacher

Enterprise Week

As the Countess entered the dining room, a huge
cheer of welcome went up from the Year 9 students
who were eagerly awaiting her arrival. The backdrop
of the academy poppy display in memory of the 100
Year Anniversary of the end of WWI was visible for all
to see.

To showcase the project work which our students
undertook during Enterprise Week in July 2018, stalls
were set up in the Dining Hall for Year 7 - World of
Chocolate, Year 8 - MasterChef, Year 9 - Construction,
Year 10 - World of Work and the Denby Pottery
Challenge.

Year 7 – World of Chocolate
The Countess with Azizur and Jack

“A strong sense of community pride flooded the
corridors and beamed from everyone’s faces, as
students and staff erupted in cheers for the entrance
of HRH. Witnessing the spiritual togetherness of a
school so immersed in celebrating its Grand Opening
will be forever a fond memory of my experience at
David Nieper Academy - a feeling I share with many
students and staff.”
Beth Scott, Trainee Teacher of English

Rosie – “When we set up, we had
to sort out the aprons and get the
PowerPoint and video ready – it
was playing throughout the whole
time and we had to get the
boards with the pictures on
prepared. Mrs Clarke helped
settle our nerves and helped set up. The Countess of
Wessex asked us all some questions like “what did
you do? And “did you enjoy it?” It was exciting talking
to her about the amazing week that we had because
we got to explain it from our own experience. She
was really lovely and easy to talk to. I felt grateful to
have been chosen to meet her. It was a great day!”

Year 8 - MasterChef
(Employer Partner: Owen Taylor & Sons Ltd)
The Countess with Jacob, Rosie and Mrs Clarke

Deli, Spicy Bred, Grated Expectations, Spice Guys and
Unique Spices. We also had other stalls such as The
Denby Pottery Challenge and World of Chocolate.
Mrs Clarke helped settle our nerves just before HRH
arrived. Her Royal Highness shook our hands and
asked us about what we had done on Enterprise
week and we explained the team buildings, Master
Chef (cooking), Master Marketing (manufacturing
boxes for our teams) and Master Manufacturing
(making our aprons). We also explained the cooking
tournament, as I cooked for the whole thing and The
Mighty Green Giants came 2nd. It was a great
experience meeting royalty and we were on TV!”

Year 9 – Construction
(Employer Partner: Bowmer & Kirkland)
Rev. Penfold meeting Miss Barclay, and Miss O’Sullivan
and Mr Ellis of Bowmer & Kirkland

The Countess meeting Mr Taylor & Mr Evans of Owen Taylor

Jacob – “My experience of
meeting HRH the Countess of
Wessex. Me and Rosie helped
Mrs Clarke set up. We helped
bring the display boards out and
set the computers up with a
video and PowerPoint on our
teams and what we did over the week. We put our
aprons on and put the other groups, such as Green
Giants (us), Wet Fish, Only Goods & Sauces, Delicious

The Countess meeting Molly and Oliver

Year 10 – World of Work
(Employer Partner: Places for People Leisure Ltd, Ms
Morden and Mr Sharkey)
The Countess meeting Mr Brankin, with Robert and Ellie

Molly – The Countess of Wessex
arrived in style in a big red
helicopter. Everyone cheered and
clapped as she walked in. The
Countess spoke with the people
running the stall from each year
group. When she spoke to me she was kind and
seemed very interested in the project we did for
Enterprise Week. After we finished speaking to her
she moved on to other rooms. All the while she was
followed by security and two women, who we
guessed were ladies in waiting. She once again was
cheered on as she left the Hall to go to the David
Nieper factory. Overall, it was an honour to meet and
speak to Her Royal Highness.

Design & Technology
It was a great pleasure to welcome the Countess of
Wessex to the Design & Technology Faculty during
her visit to the academy.

The Denby Pottery Challenge
The Countess with Grace, Aaron & Mr Ruddy

Her Royal Highness visited our GCSE Food class who
had been preparing, experimenting and cooking
dough products. The students were excited to meet
her and had prepared some dough for the Countess
to plait during her time in the classroom. Very
impressive work! After talking to Year 9 students
about their ‘MasterChef’ experience during
Enterprise Week, it was fantastic for us to showcase
the variety of experimental, thought provoking work
that goes on in Food Technology, alongside the
traditional methods still enjoyed by students of all
years.
A visit to the Food & Nutrition classroom came next
where Dr Hobbs introduced HRH to Mrs Adani and
the students in her class. HRH spoke to the students
about what they were making – cinnamon buns! The
academy smelt wonderful and HRH got involved in
the making of bread.

The Countess meeting Mr Barlow of Denby Pottery

Well done to Year 10 and 11.

“Our Design & Technology classroom allowed The
Countess to witness the great opportunity students
have available to them through a number of our
more creative GCSE courses. Art Textiles and D&T
students talked to Her Royal Highness about their
current coursework projects, CAD work, prototyping
and their experiences in Design & Technology at
David Nieper Academy. As a Patron of ‘The London
College of Fashion’ since 2013, she was thrilled to see
some of our younger students utilising the sewing
machines and practising batik techniques as she
discussed their skills. Although nervous our students
were delighted to speak to her and demonstrate
what they were working on. We are very proud to
have showcased our curriculum area with a wide
variety of students representing the academy with
pride. And even more thrilled that she took away
some of our personalised laser etched pencils for her
office! What a fantastic day!”
Mrs Thorpe, Head of Faculty, Design & Technology

Mrs Thorpe meeting the Countess

Musical Theatre
For the final part of our official opening, the David
Nieper Academy Trustees and a number of invited
guests, were joined in the main Hall by the Countesss
for a musical theatre showcase. The remainder of the
academy students and staff not involved in other
activities were in the Hall to be part of this key event.
Our musical theatre group lead by Ms Helen Marsh,
Dance & Drama Teacher, and Mrs Alison Birchall,
Music Assistant, performed two wonderful numbers,
‘One short day’ from Wicked and ‘Seasons of Love’
from Rent. Forty-seven students from Year 7 to Year
11 were in the group. Many hours of rehearsals had
gone into the numbers – with the singing,
choreography and costumes combining perfectly.
Technical support was provided by Joshua Green and
Sophie Hemstock with thanks also to Mrs Joy
Williams, Mr Williams and Mr Biggs.
The Countess and Dr Hobbs both congratulated the
performers for their fantastic contribution.

Soloists – Ellie and Jessica

“What a fantastic experience for the debut
performance of the David Nieper Academy Musical
Theatre Ensemble 2018, to take to the stage,
performing for Her Royal Highness the Countess of
Wessex. Back stage nerves combined with huge
excitement resulted in a superb show, truly
highlighting exceptional talent within the academy. A
huge well done to all 45 students involved.”
Ms Marsh, Dance Teacher

Ariana – “Today was a good day!
HRH the Countess of Wessex has
come in today to officially open our
amazing academy and Her Royal
Highness also had some time to
watch our performance. I was one
of the performers and also the Wizard in the musical
‘Wicked’ (One Short Day) and also we sang ‘Seasons
of Love’ from ‘Rent’. While we were waiting for
everyone to attend, my heart was pounding faster
and faster. I felt really nervous but in the end, we
succeeded and aspired, and endeavoured for more
skill in musical theatre. Today was a success and we
hope Her Royal Highness enjoyed our jovial
performance and we also hope to see HRH really
soon!”
Shelby – “Today was the official
opening of David Nieper Academy.
Due to the exciting event, our
school decided to make it special
and a day to remember. In order
to do this, Her Royal Highness the
Countess of Wessex was greeted
by claps, cheers and smiles from the audience. After a
great performance from the Musical Theatre group,
our school was officially opened by Her Royal
Highness with a plaque to signify this every exciting
day. It was a pleasure to be joined by such a high
ranked Royal. Today will certainly be remembered
and treasured by all!”

Musical Theatre Cast & Crew
Technical
Joshua Green & Sophie Hemstock
Soloists
Ellie Byard-Bennett & Jessica Coupe
Royal Performers
Lily-Mae Artliff
Lily Aykroyd
Phoebe Bagguley
Lottie Bradley
Beau Davies
Jessica Draycott
Caitlin Elliott
Georgia Golding
Ruby-Rose Hinett
Evie Jones
Anna Karim
Temiloluwa King
Molly Lofley
Emily Mansfield
Ariana Mateescu
Jessica Moss
Ellie Parker
Bradley Pearson
Zephaniah Thompson
Carly Walmsley
Saphire White
Jessica Wilmott

Annabel Bunting
Guy Bowen
Louise Brown
Libby Dowey
Sky Harris
Rachel Hughes
Rachel Nash
Abigail Parker
Sophie Parkes
Lakeisha Pearson
Rubie Richardson
Faith Simms
Caitlyn Smith
Tasarla May Spencer
Louise Stoker
Bethany West
Courtney White
Alana Willis

Official Unveiling
Dr Hobbs then welcomed everyone to the academy
and invited HRH to officially open the academy. We
were delighted when the Countess took the
opportunity to address the audience and spoke of the
many things she had seen and enjoyed about her
visit. HRH then invited four students to help her
unveil the plaque.

After the plaque
was unveiled, a
flower posy was
presented by
Head Boy, Lewis
Coupe and Head
Girl, Evie
Washington.

Again the Countess
was happy to speak
with Lewis and Evie
and to answer their
questions about
her visit.

All too soon, our visit was over and the official cars
drove onto their next stop at David Nieper office and
factory. Our student leaders were delighted to have
the opportunity to speak with our many guests and
to take them on tours of the academy.
Emily – “On the 20th of
November, David Nieper
Academy was honoured to host
a very special performance for
her Royal Highness the Countess
of Wessex as she officially
opened the Academy. The big
day was looming and there was lots of planning to
do. A cast of musical theatre performers, including
myself, rehearsed a short production to ‘One Short
Day’ from Wicked and ‘Seasons of Love’ from Rent
that we were going to perform to the Countess on
the day. We got to wear sparkly waistcoats and use
lots of bright light to make the atmosphere sparkle.
After the performance, her Royal Highness the
Countess of Wessex and Dr Hobbs walked to the
stage to where the plaque was placed underneath a
cloth for the big reveal. Dr Hobbs warmly welcomed
the Countess to the stage as she said a few words
about her importance to the school opening. After
her speech the Countess of Wessex invited four
students to assist her in officially opening the school
and I was lucky enough to be chosen to help. It was a
magical day that I will remember forever.”
We had one final piece of excitement as HRH
returned to the academy to leave by helicopter. The
Year 7 students took the opportunity to see the
Countess one more time as they waved and watched
the helicopter leave. Imagine our delight when the
helicopter did a fly past and the Countess and Royal
party waved a final goodbye. What an amazing
official opening.

Katie – “The Royal visit today
was truly magical! Before the
grand entrance, a tense
atmosphere was created –
everyone was darting their
heads to the left then to the
right trying to figure which doors
she would come through. She then entered the Hall
and all students proudly stood up and clapped. The
Countess of Wessex then introduced herself. The

Musical Theatre Group also delivered two
performances; one from Wicked and one from Rent.
Her Royal Highness then officially opened the
academy and positively spoke about all the aspects of
the David Nieper Academy that she seemed to like
and greatly enjoyed.”
Katie – “Today Her Royal Highness,
the Countess of Wessex, visited
our school site for the grand
opening of David Nieper Academy.
The event began when HRH
entered the Hall. After she had
entered we all got up to our feet
and applauded. Soon afterwards we had a
spectacular performance, by the Musical Theatre
group, based on the musical ‘Wicked’. Before the
fabric was removed from the plaque, Dr Hobbs gave
an inspirational speech about the school as a whole –
staff and students. Afterwards, HRH gracefully and
elegantly removed the blue piece of fabric to reveal a
shiny gold plaque. After a few photos of HRH and a
few students in front of the plaque the Countess left.
Once she left, the choir decided to enlighten us with
the performance once again.”
Poppy – “Today was a once in a
lifetime experience. The Countess of
Wessex came to officially open our
school, the David Nieper Academy.
The Countess came to some of the
displays we put on. I was part of the
Yr10 GCSE Design Technology lesson. She spoke to
me and asked about my project. HRH then went into
the Hall and did a presentation and took a photo with
the Head Boy, Lewis, and Head Girl, Evie. The choir
did a song for her and did a little dance. HRH also
arrived in a helicopter and left in a car. Lots of media
were also here including East Midlands Today.”

Final Comments
The whole academy had an amazing day as captured with the news items on East Midlands Today and Radio
Derby, along with the local and even national press coverage. However, no such event happens without a huge
amount of organisation and planning. I would like to thank the office of the Lord Lieutenant for their guidance
and patience as we got to grips with the requirements of the visit; our employer partners for giving up their time
to work with us and share this event; our local cluster schools who work so closely with us throughout the year
and whose children provided such a warm welcome and fantastic start to the visit; our guests; Trustees; and staff
at David Nieper, Lorna Kavanagh and Lauraine Jordan who helped us get ready; and most importantly Christopher
Nieper who as ever provided constant support and encouragement. My thanks to Mr Benton and Mrs Shephard
who created the easel and plaque covering. Last but not least my heartfelt thanks to Michelle Hackett, PA to
Headteacher, who copes with anything and everything in order to ensure that we as an academy can do such
amazing things.
Above all else, my thanks to our staff and students who worked so hard to prepare for and deliver such a great
event – you were a credit to the academy yourselves. Well done.
Thank you
Dr Kathryn Hobbs

Aspire – Endeavour – Succeed
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