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GCSE Art offers students the opportunity to develop creative ideas through experimentation with new
techniques and processes and is an exciting and stimulating opportunity to explore art and design in
ways that are relevant and truly developmental in nature.
In Year 10, the course begins with a series of lessons looking at specialist techniques. Students are
introduced to a wide variety of materials and methods including 2D drawing, ceramics, painting, printmaking, photoshop and mixed media collage.
Students are required to independently research both traditional and contemporary artists and respond
to their findings in a creative way. Throughout the course students are encouraged to find the materials
and styles that highlight their own personal strengths. Every student has the opportunity to develop skills
in different areas, based on set themes. These themes are set by teachers and exam boards. The
established themes ensure students can develop cohesive responses which will guarantee successful
outcomes against the assessment objectives.
Students complete coursework in Year 10, which comprises of a portfolio presentation of work, selected
from two different projects. Students are required to develop knowledge, understanding and skills
relevant to the chosen theme through integrated practical, critical and theoretical study.
Coursework is an integral part of the course and independent study time is often the key to a desired,
quality outcome. It is an expectation that students complete 1-2 hours of Art homework per fortnight for
this GCSE. It is essential that you have evidenced an ability to draw well at KS3, through your work
completed in art lessons. This will significantly improve your outcomes as you progress through KS4.
This coursework totals 60% of the final GCSE grade.
The examination comprises of a 10-hour sustained focus of study, based around a third chosen starting
point set by the exam board. Students are given extensive time to prepare for this exam, which is
completed over 2 school days. (5 hours each) at the end of Year 11. This equates to 40% of their total
GCSE mark.

Students may only study one art-based GCSE.
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